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ARGENT LNA 


BRIEFS 


LEPROSY AND HEPATITIS--Salta, 4 May--The social welfare ministry reported 
that 11 cases of leprosy have been detected in Cachi, Metan, Oran and in 
this capital. The ministry also reported that 561 cases of hepatitis have 
been detected since March of this year. [PY060250 Buenos Aires CRONICA in 
Spanish 5 May 80 p 9 PY} 
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AUSTRALIA 


MORE CHOLERA ORGANISMS FOUND IN QUEENSLAND WATERS 


Opposition Spokesman's Query 


many 


disease. 
Earlier, the Health 
Minister, Sir William 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 21 Mar 80 p 10 


[Text] The State Opposition health spokesman, Mr D'Arcy, yesterday questioned 
why the Queensland Institute of Medical Research had not been asked to investi- 


and whether it was et- 


demic. 

A Bill to allow the for- 
mation of a trust fund 
tor the 


Cholera in Eight-Mile Creek 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 21 Mar 80 p 10 


(Text] A suspected cholera sample has been taken from Eight-Mile Creek near 
Bajool, 37 kilometres south of Rockhampton. 











”" The Mealth Minister, 
Bir William Knox, said 
last night iat about 18 
families were believed wo 
draw water from We 
creek for washing and 
other general purposes. 


Bir William said & Was 
believed the water was 
not used for drinking 
purposes but all residents 
were being alerted by lo- 
cal health authorities 
last night. 


' Government 
Biologists would carry out 
further tests on the sus- 
pected cholera sample. 


Heaith Department in- 
spectors had sent the 
sample to Brisbane as 
part of a state-wide sur- 
vey for possible cholera 


mucro- 


and streams. 

"At Uk. stage it ls a) 
suspect sample, The 
presence of cholera or-' 
ganisms has yet to be de- 
termined,” he said, 

Sir William said un- 
treated water should 
never be used for drink-; 
ing unless boiled first, 

The OGrisbane City 
Counct| opposition lead- 
er, Alderman Andrews, 
has placed 13 questions 
on notice concerning re- 
cent cholera finds in 
streams in the Brisbane 


region. 
He said the Brisbane 


City Council should 
present full facts on the 
cholera finds. 


Questions on notice 
must be answered by the» 





Sontamination of rivers council, _ an 
Fish Linked to Organism 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 26 Mar 80 p 8 


[Text] Cholera organisms found in Queensland might be linked with the three 
million tropical aquarium fish which were imported to the state each year, the 


Opposition Health spokesman, Mr D'Arcy, said yesterday. 


Fle said these fish were imported tn 
water from cholera-endemic countries 
in Bouth-east Asia and 17 million went 
Gn sale in Australia without any qua- 
rantine check. 


An urgent investigation was needed 
to determine if these fish were linked 
@ith the cholera organising. found in 
rivers and creeks near Brisbane. 


Mr. D’Arcy said the federal fishery 
authorities had been calling since 1974 
for quarantine checks on imported fish 
but « strong industry lobby had 
blocked these moves. 


“There's no doubt these fish are in 
our waterways,” he said. “People empty 
the water they're kept in into the nv- 
@fs and sometimes aiso release the fish, 
when they go on holidays. 

“These fish may be carrying the dis- 
ease or have « parasite on them that 
bas. Aquatic plants and snails alse 
could be infecting the water.” 


Be said the State Government was 
considering introducing quarantine 
checks of tmported fish. But an urgent 
inquiry was needed to assess the degree 
of danger of the cholera organisms 
found. 

Brisbane City Council works and wa- 
ter supply commuttee chairman, Alder- 
man St Ledger, said yesterday 21 sam- 
ples of water tested by the council be- 
tween January 15 and Mareh 15 bad 
been confirmed as being cholera in- 
fected. 

These 21 samples represented 0.2 of a 
percent of the total samples taken im 
the two-month period. 

With the exception of one sample 
confirmed in North Pine Dam raw wa- 
ter last Tuesday, all others had been 
cetected in the Brisbane River either 
upstream from Mount Crosby treat- 
ment piant, in the Mount Crosby raw 
water pit or in the plant's filter effia- 
ent, Alderman St. Ledger said. . 


“The latest detection, confirmed on” 
Monday, was in Oxley Creek and was 
one of three sampies which are taken 

“Suggestions that cholera organisms 
twice weekly in this creek,” he said. 
could have been discharged from the 
treatment plant at Oxley Creek are 
unlikely. Sewage at Oxley Creek treat- 
ment works receives primary and sec- 
ondary treatment and is chiorinated 
heavily before discharge 

“Nobody could aay wih any degree 
of certainty whe organism origi- 
nated.’ Alderman 8t Ledger said. 

“Even with the recent breakdown 
with @ section of the plant, the in- 
coming sewage received at least prima- 
ry treatment and was chiorinated be- 
of discharge into Oxley Creek,” he 


oBuwenceed 4 +." ollidee pw | 

















Possible Find in Condamine River 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 29 Mar 80 p 3 


[Text] 





An Army Reserve unit may have found cholere’ 


im the Condamine River, on the Darling Downs. { 


‘ 

A water sample taken by the part-time soldiers 

earlier this week is suspected of containing cholera 

organisms. Ii ‘is not known from which part of the, 
river the sample was \aken. 


Fi Aber tests today are expected to confirm the 
chole s trace. The reserve unit has been sending wa-' 
ter samples to the Health Department for several’ 
years. ’ 

A Health Department spokesman said last nage | 
all shire councils along the Condamine were being 
notified The Condamine flows through Killarney, 
We «be Dalby, and Chinchilla and joins the Ba- | 


bonne orer Surette cli oad 




















GOVERNMENT FEARS GERM 


IMPORTED BY 


T rTyA YT L 
Ad LEGAL [ 


AUSTRALIA 


‘ISHERMEN 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Mar 30, Supp., p 12 


(Report by Jean Haynes! 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


The Department of Agriculfute We” 
worrted that contaminated food and ani- 
mais are being brought ashore by Indo 
nesian fishermen landing Ulegally om 
the North.West coast, 

department’s concern is the re 

oh at ght J number of sight 

6 of Indonesian fishing boats off the 

Archipelago islands and Ong Arm: 
Point. 


The boats are difficult to locate, 
especially from the air, because they 
can sail into the thick follage of the 
mangroves, which abound in the ares. 

Boats that have been found have 
sometimes been camouflaged with big 

hes from the mangroves 
ak add to these difficulties, the 
waters in the area are some of the most 
dangerous in Australia, with whirlpools 

ip-tides. 
bey tH Figines from One Arm Point have 
‘made reports of landings by the fisher 
men to the local Department of Agricul . 


e 
“The Federal Wealth Department, 
which has established a coastal surveil 
lance programme, chartered a lugger 
about four weeks ago to plot fresh 
water supplies which are suspected of 
being a source of replenishment for the 


esse |s. ‘ 
One boat was found to have a live , 


5400 


bantam aboard, which Was Immediately ~ 
J 
The boats are up to 15 metres long, 

all sail and have eight crew. They are 
mainly fishing for Trochus shells. 

Staff from the Department of Agricul- 
ture are involved in the coastal surveil. 
lance programme and some have been 
gazetted as quarantgne officers. 
. There are daily aerial surveys of th 
coastiine between Geraldton and Cair 
The main purpose of the surveilla; 
programme is to alert quarantine aut 
.orities of any irregularities, 


RAAF aircraft and additional naval 
vessels are also used in the programme, 
which will, when — implemented, use 
Up to 10 light aireraft, covering a total 
of about 9500 kilometres of coastline. 

The department is afraid that diseases 
such as foot and mouth, rabies, sheep 
pox, African horse sickness, blue tongue 
and rinde t will be introduced. 

Some of these diseases can affect 
humans. 

Though none of the fishermen have 
yet been found on the mainland, it is 
still suspected that they are landing. 

Anyone seeing any suspicious look 
vessel is asked to report it to the De 
partment of Agriculture office in Broome 


or to ring, reversing the charges, Can- 
a... 


_berra 


weer « | ia. | 








AUSTRALIA 





REFUGERS' ILLNESSES--Victoria's Health Minister, Mr. Borthwick, has attacked 
the Federal Government for allowing Indo-Chinese refugecs into Australia with- 
out adequate health checks. Health Commission officials yesterday confirmed 
that about 10 per « of the 8000 refugees admitted to Victoria were sffer- 
ing from TB. There iave also been 10 cases of leprosy and three of typhoid 
up to February of this year. Mr. Borthwick said the Federal Government was 
unloading health problems on to the States which it should have sorted out 
iteelf. The commission confirmed that about 68 of the 800 people at the En- 
terprise Migrant Hostel at Springvale had been treated for TB. Other hostels 
at Nunawading, Williamstown and Maribyrnong had simlar number of TB patients. 
The commission's deputy assistant director of public health, Dr. Harrison, 
said there was r* public health risk from the diseases. “If any of the TB 
cases are believed to be infectious they are transferred to the Heatherton 
Hostel and any cases of diseases such as typhoid or leprosy go to the Fair- 
field Infectious Diseases Hospital,” he said. [Text] [Melbourne THE AGE 

in Bnglist 27 Mar 80 p 3) 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 
MEASLES DEATHS<-According to an official report, 


caused by measles in Parana State during the firet 4 monthe of the year. 


There were 6° measles deaths throughout Brazil durine January and February. 
[PY151815 Porto Alegre Radio Gaucha in Portuguese 1545 GMT 15 May 80 PY] 


there were 100 deathe 
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CAMEROON 


BRIEFS 


VACCINATION CAMPAIGN--The departmental rural preventive medicine section 
of Menova launched last March an extensive vaccination campaign for some 
groups such as Fossong-Watching, Fongo-Ndeng, Fotetsa, Fossong-Elelem, 
Fongo-Tongo, and Baleveng. Following the Fossong-Watching, Fongo-Ndeng, 
Fotetsa, and Fossong-Elelem groups where it stayed from 8 to 18 March 
1980, the team is now in the Fongo-Tongo group where it will stay until 
3 April 1980. After that the team will visit Baleveng on 7 April where 
it will wind up its campaign on 15 April 1980. The vaccination which 

is being given in a way to insure within each group the factual coverage 
of all districts both in terms of study and the vaccination will cover 
no less than 40,000 residents of the 45,000 residents of these six 
groups. In the course of the campaign, children, the young, and the 
adults will be vaccinated for smallpox, measles, tuberculosis (BOG), 
diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough (DTT vaccine), and poliomyelitis. 
[Excerpt ) [Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 8 Apr 80 p 9) 5157 
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DENMARK 


AUTHORITIES REPORT ON RABIES SITUATION IN DENMARK, GREENLAND 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 15 Mar 80 p 10 


~ by Tove Diesen: ‘The Danes Must Live with Rabies in Their Coun- 
try" 


[Text] Copenhagen, 14 March--Denmark has rabies and must resign itself to 
that. Nothing can stop the infection from spreading across the border from 
West Germany as long as it continues to flourish in the rest of Europe. 

One stil! has to go back to 1857 to find a case of death due to rabies 
among people in Denmark. At that time a veterinary student was infected in 
connection with an autopsy. in Europe and in the rest of the Mediterranean 
countries, 600 people died from rabies in the period from 1972 to 1976, the 
majority of them in Worth Africa and Turkey, but 15 in Germany too and 3 in 
Switzerland. 


"We are trying to keep the disease in southern Jutland and will probably 
manage it in this narrow strip of land,which is easy to monitor. We have 
mapped the cases of the disease constantly, and the development of the 
infection in the area during this last rabies period Indicates it is on the 
wane. in any case, this gives @ reason for controlled optimism," depart- 
ment manager Jorgen Muller tells AFTENPOSTEN. 


He is the Danish expert on rabies and has worked with this disease in the 
Nationa! Veterinarian Serum Laboratory in Copenhagen since 1958-59. Then 
the laboratory detected rabies among sick dogs on Greenland for the first 
time. At approximately the same time rabies diagnoses were also reported 
from Canada and the northern part of the Soviet Union. The methods of 
diagnosis had become simpler and made it possible from then on to keep an 
alert eye on the disease. 


Greenland experienced one case of death among human beings in 1960, and 
Muller calls the girl “our little martyr Oline."' A poster was made with a 
picture of her badly bitten face, originally for the purpose of encourag- 
ing dog owners to let the canine teeth on the dogs becut. Gradually they 
let themselves be convinced to let them be vaccinated against rabies at the 
same time. 











New cases of rables among dogs and foxes have cropped up each year on Green~ 
land, most of them on the west coast. ‘‘Naturally enough,’ says Muller, ‘be- 
cause that is where most people live.’ There have also been sporadic cases 
on the east coast, but again there are fewer people to observe them there, 
During the last 2 years rables was reported in the Northwest Country. Lest 
year the number dropped again to one dog and five foxes just in Thule. 


"When the polar region is considered as a whole, it is now completed when we 
can put a mark for Svalbard too," says Muller, and points to the maps in 
the laboratory. They are decorated with various pins, one color for 
each type of animal, that is one for each animal sick from rabies. He did 
not want to give any definite answer to where the Svalbard fox had ob- 
tained the infection; one answer might be as good as another. But he asks 
us to remember that Svalbard is part of the arctic region where one must 
expect rabies among the wild fox stock and that it is far to Norway. 
Muller has full confidence that Norwegian authorities will contro! this 
situation. Muller fully understands the strict rules for importing animals 
which both the Norwegian, Swedish and British authorities enforce to pro- 
tect themselves against rabies, even though similar contro! and quarantine 
regulations are unknown to the Danes. 


"Of course, we don't know how @ possible outbreak would develop, for in- 
stance, in Norway. if rabies was allowed to spread among the wild animals, 
we could most certainly expect that we would not be able to get rid of it 


again.” 


Denmark is the only Nordic country which has rabies inside its borders. 
The outbreak which possibly is about to be reduced started in the fal! of 
1977. There were rables outbreaks in 1964-65 and 1969-70 too, and at that 
time too it was in the southern Jutland border district. 


"The unfortunate thing about rebies is that the animal does not at al! have 
to be rabid. On the contrary, it may be very affectionate during the first 
stage of the disease. The infection is transferred with the saliva, and 
that normally occurs during a bite. But it is enough thet an infected dog 
gets to lick @ hand with a small sore. Because of the long incubation pe- 
riod, there is time to vaccinate after this contact has taken place. it 
normally takes between 30 and 60 days but even up to 6 months and more be- 
fore the symptoms appear, and then it is simply too late to do anything. 
There are so extremely few exceptions that one can say that the disease is 
100 percent fatal. And it is not a comfortable death,’ Muller maintains. 


8958 
cso: 5400 
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ECUADOR 


TYPHOID FEVER OUTBREAK CAUSES CONCERN IN QUITO 
Number of Cases Increases 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 22 Mar 80 p C-12 


[Excerpts] The number of typhoid fever cases in the city of Quito has 
increased to such an extent that the problem is turning into a real epi- 
demic, which is threatening to spread if we all do not strive to control 
it, says the provincial health officer, Dr Rafael Monge. 


It must be emphasized that anyone can become sick if they irresponsibly 
buy contaminated foods in the streets and markets, and if they consume 
vegetables and fruite without first washing them thoroughly, or ea. ice 
cream and juices which are a culture medium for microbes when they are 
sold in the open air. 


That is why citizens are being told "Don't Buy Sickness," and why hygiene 
and cleanliness are being promoted. 


Isolation 

Every person ill with typhoid should be isolated in their own home; only 
those who lack space and whose economic situation is poor will be isolated 
and treated in hospitals. 

Must Report Cases 

Private physicians and clinics are required by law to report cases to the 


Department of Epidemology of the Provincial Health Office, at 525 N "Mejia" 
Street and “Garcia Moreno." 


If this is not done, besides violating the Health Code, it contributes to 
the spread and diffusion of typhoid, and there will be under-registration 
of statistical data, which is so important for the control of contagious 
diseases. 











lmmunigation and Diatafection 


At present the Health Office is not recommending massive immunization 
against typhoid. Only those who run a high risk of contracting the disease 
will receive it. 


Ae for disinfection, only hygenic measures are being stressed, The use of 
detergents for the cleaning of sanitation facilities is sufficient. 


It is very important to be careful of the excreta, because it carries the 
germe of the sickness. 


He emphasizes that food sold by street vendors should not be eaten. The 
small number of municipal police cannot control the approximately 24,000 
vendors who are estimated to be in Quito. 


Fruits and vegetables should be thoroughly cleaned, and hands should be 
washed before eating. 


Parents should not give money to their children, so that they can buy 
contaminated foods in the streets. 


He also recommends the disposal of trash, the boiling of water and milk, 
and the killing of flies, which carry the disease. 


The Ministry of Public Health has announced that measures necessary for 
preventing the spread of the disease have been adopted. 


Joint Actions Being Planned 
Quito EL TIEMPO in Spanish 16 Mar 80 p 5 


[Text] The Pichincha Provincial Health Office, in view of the cases of 
typhoid detected in the capital--which are being treated in the general 
hospitals--has immediately decreed appropriate preventive and educational 
measures. 


It also stated that they have developed an inter-institutional action 
program, aimed at resolving the grave situation brought about by this 
epidemic, which, according to unofficial data, already has affected more 
than 80 persons in the capital city, and more than 100 if nearby towns 
are included. 


Joint actions are being planned on the matter, with the Municipal Health 
Office, Markets, Housing, Municipal and National Police, aimed at carrying 
out operations to control the invasion of street vendors, and to enforce 
necessary hygenic standards in the preparation of foodstuffs. 


12 














Dr Rafael Monge, provincial health director of Pichincha, also reported 

that the isolation of sick persons in the welfare centers will be increased, 
and the work of the laboratories will be expedited, so as to hasten the work 
of diagnosis. 


Amaguana School Closed 
Quito EL TIEMPO in Spanish 16 Mar 80 p 5 


[Text] Amaguana, 12--The town is very worried about the typhoid which 

has appeared in some districts here. The epidemic has caused the temporary 
closing of the "Republic of Argentina” school; the director of this estab- 
lishment stated that there have been some 33 cases, and that two children 
had to be taken to Quito. 


The branch Health Center of this town is carrying out all kinds of activities 
to cure those persons who are already sick, and especially to prevent this 
terrible infectious disease. The personnel of the branch Center, a nurse 

and two doctors, have already communicated with the Provincial Headquarters; 
and it is hoped that this institution will pay them more attention, because 
up to now they have only given them one film, and no vaccines have been 

sent. Also, they have not sent inspectors, who are especially needed to 
control articles sold by the street vendors, which generally are contami- 
nated foods, which the schoolchildren buy. 


The note concludes by saying that a more intense and massive information 
campaign is needed to prevent this infectious disease among the population 
of Amaguana. At the same time municipal employees should work harder at 
cleaning the streets and sanitation facilities. 


It.also reports the sad situation in the Manuel Jijon Flores School, where 
there are 300 pupils and 12 teachers, and the ancient school building has 
no sanitation facilities whatsoever. 


8131 
CSO: 5400 
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ETHLOPLA 


STUDY CARRIED OUT ON CAUSES FOR ELEPHANTIASIS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 25 Apr 80 p 3 


[Text] The disease known as Elephantiasie is widespread in Ethiopia. 

The cause of the non-filarial form of the disease is not yet known. It 
is apparently associated with certain red soils. In order to investigate 
the possible reasons for this association, several field trips were made 
covering important Elephantiasis areas in the administrative regions of 
Sidamo, Wollega, Illubabor, Shoa and Gamo Goffa. A general geological 
reconnaissance work of these areas, market counts and personal interviews 
of the people who are affected by the disease was carried out. 


Geological study of Elephantiasis areas indicate that Wolaita Soddo Awraja 
has in most cases ignimbrite and rhyolite and welded tuff in certain places. 
However, in Wollega, and Gore province in Illubabor the rock is all basalt 
grading from ephanitic to Alkaline olivine basalt. Klein (1977, Water Re- 
search 2, 323-325) states that the town of Soddo, according to an epidemiolo- 
gical survey, has the highest incidence of elephantiasis of any location 

in Ethiopia (8.8%). However, the present study indicates that the percen- 
tage of the population affected by Elephantiasis in the Soddo town and its 
vicinity is on the average 6.25%. A market count in Arb Gebeya, a town 

near Nekemte, indicates the highest incidence of Elephantiasis (8.4%) 

among the areas covered in the present survey. 


Important Observations 


Below we summarize the most important observations in this study. The saw 
data on which these observations are based are available with the author. 


A. Elephantiasis is found on volcanic areas of certain rock types 
(1) ignimbrites, rhyolites covered with thick red soil 
(11) basalt 


a) red soil--large number of people are affected by the disease 











b) black soil--few people are affected by the disease or none (e. g. eastern 
part of Dembi-Dollo) 


(141) volcanic ash and trachyte-no elephantiasie 
B. No Elephantiasis wae observed in metamorphic areas 


C. Though the disease is present on certain volcanic rocks, the distribution 
of the disease varies with the important soil forming factors, such as 
topography, climate, rinafall, time and parent material; 


(1) the parent material being the same, (e. g., basalt) the higher the topo- 
graphy the less the disease 


(11) rainfall should be more than 1,000 mm/yr. (price, personal communica- 
tion) 


(i441) parent material in most cases is volcanic excluding volcanic ash and 
trachyte 


(iv) environment should be slightly acidic or neutral 


The presence of the disease on red soil and ite absence or rare occurrence 
on black soil (derived from basalt or volcanic ash) may be due to the dif- 
ferent absorption abilities of the clays, that is, kaolinite in red soil 
and montimorillonite in black soil. The cause for the dieease may be re- 
lated to some of the elements released by clay or to a certain rare earth 
element in red soil. 


The clay minerals are layer lattice structured and stable secondary products 
of alumino silicates. Montimorillonite having the formula Al4 (S8i4010)2 
(OH)4,H20 has an e ing lattice allowing considerable atomic substitu- 

tion of Al+3 by Fe+3 Mg+2, Zn and small amounts of Li Cr+3, Mn and Ni, and 

Si+* by Al+3. However, silicon and aluminum cannot be replaced in kaolinite, 
A1l*si,010(0H)8 (Mason 1966, Principles of Geochemistry, 3rd ed., John Wiley 
and Sons, New York). 


Price (1972, Trans, R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 66(3), 450-458), suggests that 
silicon and aluminium have been located in lymph nodes draining affected 
areas and postulates that these elements either directly or in conjunction 
with other factors, are responsible for the onset of some types of swollen 
leg. 


However a study made by Klein (1977) on the presence of heavy metals in lake 
Abbaya and the incidence of non-parastic Elephantiasis suggests a possibility 
that the high incidence of non-parastic Elephantiasis in the region might 

be due to contamination by mercury and Arsenic, although at this stage it 

is now known whether the link is direct or indirect. 


Personal interviews indicated that the people who are affected got the 
disease during their childhood, i. e., below the age of eighteen. The 
survey also indicated that, the bare-footed component of the population is 
the most affected. 
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ISRAEL 


VIRAL MENINGITIS IN KIRYAT SHMONA 
Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 17 Mar 80 p 3 


[Article by Robert Rosenberg] 


{Text ] 
‘The third epidemic of viral “ting. some 15 children in three 
meningitis to strike an Israeli town _ weeks. 
in less than half a year, this Doctors treating the children dis- 
weekend sent an estimated 200 ‘covered they were all from the 
Kiryat Shmona children to medical same neighbourhood, and Health 
clinics, and at least 17 to hospital. _ Ministry officials discovered an 
The sickness, which often is | -_ sewer that was leaking into 
transmitted through water polluted ' drinking water supply system 
by sewage, results in bad ' ‘The Hatzor sewer was repaired 
headaches, high temperatures, and and the epidemic ended. 
Vomiting. Last month, an outbreak was 
Ac to Health Ministry ex- reported in Beersheba, but doctors 
perts, it is a mild iliness that affects have not yet been able to find the 
email children and passes in a few source of the virus. There were 50 
days y } 4 a. soon cases reported in Beersheba during 
Bacteri ' January, 
commen af Ge disease pmo rhe ae? and 36 reported in 
result in mental retardation Health Ministry officials said 
brain da . 
Pe y that it is still too early to 
In January and February, the tpt be typ tt ty b 
_ Gigease broke out in Hatzor, affec- . ‘the children affected in Kiryat 
Shmona, but they said they suspect 
i the water supply has been infected. 
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CHOLERA EPIDEMIC AFFECTS THREE AREAS 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 12 Apr 80 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO 


5400 


THREE districts in the countty 
have been hit by @ cholera 
epidemic. Over 100 cases and one 
death have been confirmed by the 
Ministry of Health. 

In a Press release yester. 
day, Dr. T.K. arap Siongok, 
director of the Division of Disease 
Control and Research in the 
Ministry of Health, said. “the 
areas most affected were Vanga 
pee Lunga Lunga in Kwale 
Jintrict. Nayaupong, Kanes, 
Keuriong and Kunvao in 
Karapokot Division of Weert 
Pokot District, Kakuma and 
Makutano in Turkana District. 
all in the border areas 

“Se far, one death has been 
confirmed in Turkana where a 

tient died on arrival at Lodwar 

Yutrict Hospital. No deaths had 
been confirmed in the other dia- 
iricts, * 

He said the Ministry had set up 
treatment centres — in the areas 
and patients were responding 
well to (reat ment. 

Dr. Siongok said intravenous, 
oral fluideand antibiotics were 
being supplied to the affected 


He said surveillance was con. 


tinuing in all these districts. 


“So far, 14 cases have been | 
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‘yoonfirmed in Karapokot Division, . 


#4 in Turkana and 47 in Kwale 
District,” he said. 

He said: “Lunga Lunge and 
Vanga locations of Kwale District 
Mee a quarantined to control 
the disease" 


. ; 
Since the two places were near 


the Mombasa Municipality, the 
doctor said, active surveillance 
by the municipal Health Depart. 
ment and the Ministry of Health, 
had become necessary. 


Vomiting 


i flected a 
nal oer iavined drink only 
boiled water and milk and L 

ptoms of vomiting @ 
darrhese” to health units, he 


said. 

With good hygiene o> 
h al and in pu 
Slaces fake hotels and bars, there 
was ao danger of cholera 

, Dr. Songok advised. 
He asked the relevant 
authorities in neighbouring coun- 
tries to co-operate to eliminate 


the disease . ao 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA INCIDENCE--Malaria killed 63 people, and another 59,168 were 
treated for the disease in Siaya District last year. The figures were 
released by Dr C.H. Oloo, district medical officer of health. His annual 
report for 1979 showed that malaria topped tie list of 19 diseases which 
affected a total of 94,388 people. Dr Oloo said that financial allocations 
for anti-malaria work should be resumed. The last allocation for anti- 
malaria work, he said, was in 1978, when 9,500/- was set aside for work 

in Bondo and Siaya townships. The doctor said some health units in the 
district were severely affected by a breakdown in the water supply mair*ained 
by the Ministry of Water Development. In some cases, vehicles had to be 
used to collect water, he said. The District hospital also experienced 
difficulties running its seven small water schemes because no funds had 
been allocated. The Ministry of Health, however, spent 86,000/- on repairs 
to 14 water centres and dispensaries--KNA [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in 
English 24 Apr 80 p 5] 


CSO: 5400 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


TRAINING FOR POLIO VACCINATORS--Mulanje, Sunday--A four-day course for about 
forty polio vaccinators drawn from Thyolo and Mulanje districts opened in 

the district council hall here in preparation for the anti-polio vaccination 
campaign. The Minister of Health, Mr. Chaziya Phiri, on Wednesday, April 16 
launched the anti-polio vaccination campaign in Chikwawa District. Opening 
the course, a Ministry of Health official urged the participants to take the 
course seriously, He said that the success of the campaign depended on the 
efforts put in by all participants. The course which ended on Friday, 

April 25, covered among other subjects polio campaign and objectives, assess- 
ment of ages and health education, The campaign began in Mulanje on April 25. 
MANA [Text] [Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 28 Apr 80 p 5] 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOID CASES--In a communique issued yesterday the Ministry of Health 
states that in the week which ended on 23 February seven cases of 
typhoid fever (five in Port-Louis and two in Plaines Wilhems), 10 
cases of infectious hepatitis, and three cases of tuberculosis have 
been reported. The breakdown of infectious hepatitis cases is the 
following: one in Port-Louis, two in Pamplemousses, four in Flacq, and 
three in Grand-Port. The tuberculosis cases were diagnosed in 
Pamplemousses (two) and Savanne (one). [Text] [Port-Louis THE NATION 
in French 7? Mar 80 p 4) 5157 


MALARIA RISKS--Endemic malaria is still extant and the risks of its out- 
break remain high following the recent rains. Consequently, the 
Ministry of Health asks the public to discard any utensil which could 
contain stagnant water, left in yards, and to pour heavy oil on water 
retained between inside fioor tiles. On the other hand, a number of 
cases of food poisoning have been reported, affecting people who con- 
sumed mushrooms picked in the fields. The Ministry of Health reminds 
the public that the consumption of such wild mushrooms is dangerous. 
[Text] [Port-Louis THE NATION in French 21 Mar 80 p i} 515) 


MORE TYPHOID --In the week which ended on 8 March two cases of typhoid 
fever (one in Port-Lovis and one in Pamplemousses), and 12 cases of 
infectious hepatitis were reported. The breakdown of the hepatitis 
cases is the following: seven in Flacq, three in Grand-Port, one in 
Pamplemousses, and one in Riviere du Rempart. One case of food poison- 
ing was reported in Grand-Port along with four cases of tuberculosis 
(one in Port-Louis, one in Grande-Port, and two in Plaines Wilhems. 
[Text] [Port-Louis THE NATION in French 28 Mar 80 p 4) 5157 


VACCINATIONS FOR TYPHOID--This is to inform the residents of Roche Bois 
and Cite la Cure that the centers for vaccination against typhoid fever 
in these areas will be closed as of 1 April. Such residents wishing to 
be vaccinated against typhoid fever should report to the health office 

of Port-Louis, Place Victoria, weekdays, from 1400 to 1600 hours. [Text } 
|Port-Lovuis THE NATION in French 29 Mar 80 p 4) 5157 





CONJUNCTIVITIS REAPPEARS--Conjunctivitis, a viral disease which affects 
the eyes and which retained some virulence after "Claudette" and 
"Hyacinth," has reappeared. A number of cases were noted, specifically 
in the western suburb of the capital. Official circles are reticent 
and not ready to comment on the news, awaiting more precise statistical 
data. Let us recall that during the recent epidemic antibiotics were 
successfully used under medical supervision. [Text] [Port-Louis THE 
NATION in French 31 Mar 60 p 4) 5157 


C80: 4400 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MEASLES, POLIO RESURGENCE POR LACK OF VACCINATION 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 5 May 80 p 3 


[Excerpts] One of the diseases which is killing the most children, at least 
in Maputo, is measles. According to statistics gathered by our newspaper, 
between the period from January to March 1980, 328 children were admitted 
to the Maputo Central Hospital suffering from this disease, of whom 72 died. 
In other general hospitals, especially in crowded areas, up to 15 to 20 
cases are detected weekly. 


This epidemic did not appear suddenly during the last 3 months, because 
statistice show that beginning in October of last year, the number of cases 
registered an increase, with the main victims those children born after the 
national vaccination campaign or those who were younger than 9 months and 
who should have been vaccinated but were not. 


If on the one hand, a large share of the responsibility must be attributed 

to those parents who did not have their children vaccinated, the poor mobili- 
zation campaign conducted by the various health centers cannot be exonerated, 
despite the fact that directives had been issued in this regard. 


Still another disease which could be prevented, but which has made many 
victims is poliomyelitis. The vaccine is administered in 3 doses and a 
booster shot should be given 1 year after the third inoculation, to be re- 


peated every 5 years. 


Children were vaccinated during the national campaign, but the number of 
those who returned for their second and third inoculation registered a 
considerable decrease. At the end of the year, of the 20,017 children who 
received the first dose, only 1,969 came back for the follow-up. 


Despite the fact that mothers are warned that 3 doses are indispensable and 


and informed of the date at which they should bring their children back, 
most of them do not do so. This is unforgivable on the part of the parents, 
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since it causes the paralysis, and at times the death, of many children. 
All mothers should take their children to be vaccinated. At thie time, 
sanitary personnel and the structures of the various health centere have 
been directed to conduct a mobilization campaign among the people. This 
is not solely a health problem but a problem affecting the entire country. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MEASURES ADOPTED TO CONTROL CHOLERA OUTBREAK 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 7 May 80 p 2 


{Excerpte}) Maputo, 6 May, (AIM)--The Ministry of Health today informed the 
AIM [Mozambican Information Agency] that ite services are adopting a series 
of measures aimed at overcoming the cholera outbreak in the Maputo area. 


These measures include mass vaccinations in some areas, a mobilization cam- 
paign carried out by special teams to inform the population about the vac- 
cination program, application of sanitation and health measures, as well as 
the training of special teams in charge of disinfection and prophylactic 
measures in the areas affected by the outbreak. 


According to available information, 60 cases of cholera were detected in the 
Maputo area from 23 March to 2 May, 3 of which were fatal. The outbreak 
began in the Ngonine area and sporadic cases were then detected in almost 
all suburban districts of Maputo. 


The Ministry of Health also initiated a vaccination program in specific work 
sectors, notably among port and airport workers, in industrial zones and 

those dealing with the marketing of foodstuffs. A special section was created 
in the Central Hospital of Maputo for the isolation and treatment of sus- 
pected cases. Passengers at the Mavalane Airport are also being checked. 


Moreover, the purity of the water supply is controlled in the cities of 
Maputo and Matola, and it is known that sufficient quantities of medicine, 
vaccines, chemical products and equipment are available to control the epi- 
demic. Ministry of Health Officials stated that the situation is perfectly 
controllable and that the rumors in circulation and the feeling of insecurity 
pervading certain sectors of the population are not justified. 


We must exercise care. The enemy, and national as well as international 
reaction are taking advantage of the situation to spread rumors and foment 
panic among the population. Let us not cooperate with these rumors. Let us 
inquire from our health centers about the situation: They will provide all 
available information. 


Let us combat dirt and trash. The few cases registered in the “asphalt city" 
are proof that the most important element in the combat against cholera is 
good sanitation. We can duplicate that in the suburbs of the capital, by 
using latrines and destroying trash. 
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NORWAY 


AUTHORITIES ON SVALBARD ORDER MOVES AGAINST RABIES 
Vaccine Sent to Islands 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 13 Mar 80 p 16 


[Article: "People on Svalbard Take it Quietly: Four People Have Been Vac~ 
cinated against Rabies’) 


[Text] ‘'The population on Svalbard takes the alarm about the outbreak of 
rables with great calm, but | notice that people would like to know more 
about what rebies is and what to do,’ physician Tore Flatia in Longyearbyen 
tells AFTENPOSTEN. ‘We have started vaccination for a tote! of four per- 
sons,'' he says. 


One was bitten on his chin by @ fox at the end of February. The man was on 
a trip with a snowmobile and ran into a fox, which behaved strangely. He 
lifted the fox up and was bitten on his chin. He dropped the fox, which 
ran off. The man has received rabies vaccine and also immunoglobulin. 
Three other persons who have much contact with the polar fox on Svalbard 
have also received vaccine. 


Fiatlia says that more rabies vaccine arrived with the airplane to Svalbard 
on Wednesday, but that in addition there was an emergency stock. ina 
meeting in Oslo on Wednesday the authorities decided to send medicines and 
@ veterinarian to Svalbard to assist the district government in handling 
the discovery of rabies. The medical expert, Professor Bjarne Bjorvatn of 
Tromso, arrived on Svalbard yesterday. He is an expert on infectious dis- 
eases and virology and will assist the health personne! with preventive 
measures for the population. 


There is a rich animal life on Svalbard, but relatively few species. 
Fiatla tells us that the number of dogs and cats is approximately the same 
as in any other little community with approximately 1500 people, and 
leashes are compulsory for dogs. The two dogs which killed the rabies- 
infected fox have now been placed in quarantine a couple of miles outside 
Longyearbyen. Wo decision has been taken on what wil! be done with these 
two huskies. A large number of people on Svalbard use dogs for dog teams, 
and Svalbard has its own sled dog club. 
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No decision has yet been taken on whether mass vaccination of the popula~ 
tlon of Svalbard will be started. The Department of Agriculture has, effec~ 
tive Immediately, suspended the arrangement of free transport of animals 
and animal products between Svalbard and the continent. District manager 
Per Hasler in the customs office in Tromso te!l!s AFTENPOSTEN that people 

in the customs office are informed about the situation. Al! alrplaenes from 
Svalbard are met by customs agents and police at the airport, and that was 
also the case yesterday when the airplane from Svalbard arrived at Tromso 
at around 1830 hours. The customs office had sent an extra man, but noth- 
ing dramatic happened during the customs declaration. 


The Department of Agriculture intends to vaccinate a!! dogs and cats on 
Svalbard. Where there is suspicion that there may have been contagious 
contact between foxes and dogs, the department wil! make sure that the dog 
is killed and will pay the owner of the dog a compensation for the loss. 


in an orientation which was sent out yesterday it was emphasized that mea~ 
sures for eliminating the contamination in the wild animal stock on 
Svalbard have little prospects for success. it involves, in part, large 
and inaccessible areas where the possibilities for monitoring the wild ani- 
mal stock are smal!. The fox stock near densely populated areas, however, 
should be reduced as much as possible, according to the orientation. 


Rabies is a virus disease which attacks people and a!! warm-blooded ani - 
mais. The contagious reservoir for the disease can be found among wild 
types of animals. The fox is the main reservoir most places in the world. 
Transfer of contagious material to human beings takes place via virus- 
containing saliva from sick animals. The infection most frequently takes 
place through bites, but can also teke place through scratching and through 
open sores or through mucous membranes. However, virus cannot penetrate 
undamaged skin. it is not considered possible for infection to be trans- 
ferred from one human being to another. 


Norway is one of those countries which continue to be free from this dis- 
ease, which has exhibited great capacity to spread in the postwar period. 


in polar regions the disease has been known for @ long time. in this con- 
nection, Svalbard was an exception by not being infected by rabies. 


First Case in 100 Years 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 13 Mar 80 p 8 
[Article by Odd Sonvisen: ‘Free from Rabies for the Last 100 Years'') 
[Text] "As far as | know, we have not had any rabies epidemics in Norway 


for the last 100 years," assistant district physician Sverre Sandmo in 
Troms tells NORDLYS. 








“However, this must be taken with a grain of salt«-! do not have any litera- 
ture available here, but | believe the last epidemics we had here in this 
country was around 1870," 


[Question] How does rables or hydrophobia develop among animals and human 
bel ngs? 


[Answer] Dogs who have been Infected by the disease become very aggressive. 
A heavy secretion of saliva takes place, and the animal gets the we!| «known 
frothing around the mouth. 


[Question] Can rabies be transmitted from animals to human beings? 


[Answer] Yes, and rabies is a very dangerous and life-threatening disease 
for human beings. However, it can only be transmitted through bites when 
the saliva from the sick dog gets into sores and scratches or in connection 
with human mucous membranes in the mouth, nose and eyes. The disease is 
not transmitted by patting a sick dog, but by getting some of the froth 
into sores or onto the mucous membranes. 


[Question] How do the symptoms develop in a human being who has been in- 
fected by rabies? 


[Answer] First through strong thirst, headache, a flood of tears and a 
flood from the nose, slight fever, excitement and great thirst combined 
with hydrophobia or fear of water, as it is called in plain language. The 
subject will also refuse to take in water, in spite of the thirst. 

A human being who has been infected will maintain his sense of reality and 
will be able to answer questions quite readily. After a while cramps wil! 
occur, and the subject will die from suffocation if treatment is not given 
within a reasonable time. 

[Question] What does reasonable time mean? 

[Answer] As short a time as possible; after a few hours it may be too late. 
[Question] What does the treatment consist of? 


[Answer] in part it consists of spreading serum in the bite sore itself 
and then of vaccine injection every day for approximately 3 weeks. 


Another Rabid Fox 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 15 Mar 80 p 8 
[Article: "One More Fox with Rabies''] 


[Text] (NTB [Norwegian Wire Service]) The Veterinary Institute in Oslo 
yesterday pointed out one more case of rabies--hydrophobia--in the material 








they have been sent from Svalbard. ''So far two cases have thus been de~ 
tected of probable rabies among foxes in the island group,'' says director 
Olav Sandvik at the Veterinary Institute. 


He emphasizes that it was expected that one more fox had been 

infected, and that the case which was detected on Friday was one of the 
foxes which previously had been suspected of having been infected with 
rabies. 


‘We still have some material left from Svalbard for analyses, but we do 
not expect that we wil! be able to detect more cases,'' says Sandvik. 


Tighter Tourist Inspection 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 15 Mar 80 p 10 
[Article by Jenny Lippestad: ‘''On Guard When the Tourists Arrive''] 


[Text] ‘Continental Norway is free from rabies. The situation on Svalbard 
does not affect the situation here, so it is not a new situation after the 
rabies outbreak up there,'' states veterinary inspector Per Filseth in the 
Department of Agriculture veterinary department. “With regards to the 
work of keeping the dangerous disease outside our borders, this is work 
which is carried out at al! times but is intensified before the summer and 
the tourist flow in the vacation period."’ 


"it is an important point for us that we are still free from rabies, and 
that this can be understood in this way abroad too. It is not the same 
situation between Svalbard and continental Norway as between, for instance, 
Greenland and Svalbard in the winter half-year. One possible explanation 
for the rabies outbreak up there may be that Svalbard in the wintertime ac- 
tually is not an island but is connected to surrounding areas. 


"There is no such situation with respect to continental Norway. There is 
ocean between us,'' emphasized Filseth. 


With regards to the summer problems one wants to follow the same pattern as 
in previous years, in contact and collaboration with authorities involved 
and others. 


The veterinary division in the Department of Agriculture will make contact 

with the Department of Foreign Affairs, which will make sure information 

is communicated to the foreign stations. Measures are being taken with the 
assistance of the National Information Service with respect to multilingual 
informational brochures. Contact is also being made with the travel or- 
ganizations, and special measures of cooperation are taken with loca! tour- 
ist committees. For instance, the tourist committee in Larvik. 
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"The veterinary division tries through the information which Is given to 
reach those who travel to Norway. Here in this country people are aware of 
the problem, and this is important,'' Per Filseth emphasizes. 


"it Is the public which warns us, 80 we are dependent upon the effort by 

the public. Our own preparedness is another stage in the work and includes, 
for one thing, the requirements for quarantine, collaboration with the 
health authorities and our own diagnosis apparatus. It is essential! to be 
able to make the right diagnosis when the disease is suspected.'' 


8958 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


HONG KONG CONSUMER HEAD CRITICAL OF DDT IN IMPORTED MOSQUITO COILS 
Amount Too High 
Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 16 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] Six brands of mosquito coils imported from China contain the insec- 
ticide DDT--a substance found to cause leukemia--the Consumer Council said 


yesterday. 


The brand names are: Superior, Cock, Deer Head, Peacock, Herb Medicine, 
and Antelope. 


They are among 14 commonly sold brands which the council collected for study 
from various parts of Kowloon, Hongkong, and the New Territories in August. 


The brands are all imported--from China, the Philippines, West Germany, 
Japan, and Teiwan. 


At a prees conference to announce the 42nd issue of the Consumer Council 
magazine Choice, executive director Ophelia Cheung said tests showed the 
amount of DDT in the six Chinese brands ranged between 0.02 and 0.37 per 
cent of the total content. 


She said DDT (dichloro-diphenyl-trichlorethane), has been named one of the 
world's “deadly seven" insecticides. 


The chemical had been found to destroy vitamins and enzymes necessary for the 
proper functioning of vital organs like the liver and spleen, making them 
susceptible to infections like hepatitis. 


"This hepatitis could, in turn, cause diseases like leukemia (a type of 
blood cancer), anemia (lack of red blood cells which are responsible for 
carrying oxygen), and other blood disorders," Miss Cheung said. 


"What ie more alarming is that DDT is resistant to decomposition and stays 
in the environment or the human system for years. 














"This chemical hae been banned from use in the United States, Britain and 
many other parts of the world." 


Ironically, she said, the council's tests showed that mosquito coils contain- 
DDT are no more effective than those without.it. 


"In fect, the chief mosquito killing agent is the pyrethoid compound 
which is nontoxic," she said. 


"The Government should therefore ban the use of this chemical in mosquito 
coils." 


Mis Cheung said mosquito coils are very commonly used in suburbs, the New 
Territories, and places close to gardens. 


The council said the brands with the most effective pyrethroid content are 
ARS from Japan, Lion from Taiwan and Fumakilia used for electric coils. 


A leading pesticide expert last night backed the council's call for a ban 
on DDT in mosquito coile--but not a general ban on the chemical in Hong- 


kong. 


Mr Richard Winney, Agriculture and Fisheries Department entomologist, said 
he “fully endorsed" restrictions as far as the coils are concerned. 


"It is certainly injurious to health," he said. 


But Mr Winney does not think DDT is a problem as far as agriculture is con- 
cerned. 


The chemical is controlled on import--Hongkong imports about five tons a 
year--and it cannot be sold at a concentration of more than 30 perccent, 
he said. 


Government chemists have been analysing water for the past two years to check 
on the DDT level, and so far there has been no problen. 


Another aspect in the control of DDT pollution is that Hongkong is not al- 
ways the primary source. 


The chemical is believed to be used extensively in China and could be washed 
into Hongkong. 


Danger Disputed 


Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 17 Apr 80 p 12 


"The chemical : “DDT (dichlor-di |- His comments came in the | 
[Text ] not as nehel os pan @ trichlorethane) may a ‘ly wake of a Consumer Council 
sumer Council claims, a *ffect the nervous system and report which aroused fears of 


loca scientist said yester- —— AAD it ~ ved coils —~ 
day. re yt . ee Oe, re 


i oe é ro | 
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rea 
that the Consumer Council 
did not test the DDT content 


in the air while the mosquito 


fet ‘that he tun 
act w t 
Council conceded. — 


» bo deni cates 
gay when bein 
burned, idaving 
its va in the air,” he said. 

chemical is deadly to 
insects but scientific litera- 
has noi shown it to be 
lethal to mankind — even if 
the substance is not biode- 


ble and even if it is 
to accumulate in the 
fatty tissues of the human 


flenunere of the accumu- 
lated chemical in the body 
to be evaluated. 
skin,” he said. 
“And you are not eating the 
coil, but only burning it. 


EF 
~ # 
z 


laterials by N. 
Irving Sax, the scientist said 
human volunteers had taken 
35 mg of DDT each day for 
21 consecutive months with 


experiment in which five 
ple, who took 20 
ea of DDT (equivalent to 
oz), of ill- 
ness and vomited but they 
recovered fully later. 
Symptoms of DDT poison- 
ing are vomiting, numbness of 
external organs like the nose 
and ears, apprehension and 
excitement, rapid breathing 
a AAT 
also show that in 
some cases babies have 20 
more DOT in their 


“79 ey Geese Ca 


The scientist, who 
‘ot to be identified for A 4 
sons, pointed out 


commit wide with, thie 


chemical do not succeed, '' he 
said 


“I am ready to eat one of 
the coils in front of the televi- 
sion camera if | am sure there 
are no other toxic materials 
contained in it 

“DDT, which is the most 
effective synthetic insecticide, 
was wi ~ used during 
World War II to combat lice 
and other insects. 

“It has also been used to 
eradicate malaria and has 

no adverse effects,” he 

He also said the reason 
why the United States and 
other countries have banned 
the chemical from use in agri- 
‘osicall > it is 4 

y ng” am or 
example, the 1 inter- 
feres Pile 
processes some 
which lay brittle . 

He that normal- 
ly tolerable intake of DDT is 

parts per million for food 
and | mg per cubic metre of 
air. The fatal dose, however, 
is not known. ' 

Meanwhile, a Government 

n said no tests on the 

ects of DDT on the human 

any have been made here so 
ar. 


substantial evidence of DDT 
causing blood cancer, and he 
sees no reason why the chemi- 
cal should be banned. 
Meawhile, Tak Shun 
Hong. chief distributi 
agent for the six brands 
mosquito cotls described as 
dangerous by the council, said 
the China National Nature 
Produce and Animal By- 
ucts Import and Export 
ation had been alerted 
on the dangers of these coils. . 
Mr Lee Yuen-chiu, a local 
7 -¥ my the company, 
sa will stop importing 
the coils if they are really 
found to be harmful. a 
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S, KOREA 


SURVEY SHOWS INCREASED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AMONG PRIMARY PUPILS 


Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 12 Apr 80 p 8 


(Text) 


year were suffering with 
tuberculosis, according to the 
Student Health 


The rate of T.B. patients is 
twice as h as the 0.00 


primery school students 
T <uneed 198 yy 
. . . cent. 
The rate of high” schooi 
students was 0 per cent 
and that of 1 & school 
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on account of T.B. ; 
health officials in the 
Ministry of Health and Social 
such increase 
trend of T.B. patients in school 
. , 


udents. 
~~ | said that T.B. pele 
are 
since 1970, bece because of people's 


increased concerns for their 
health. 


oo e. poe 
inspect r T.B. patients 
conducted by the ministry, 5.1 
per cent of the country — 
population were detected as 
active cases in 1965. In 1970, 
4.2 per cent of the country’s 
population were revealed as 
positive T.B. patients and the 
rate was reduced to 3.3 per 


the heaith officials ex- 


_ pected that the rate is 


decreased to 779,000 people or 
cent of the country’s 


23 
popu jon this year. 
8 


year, a nationwide 
survey on tuberculosis is 
under operation from March 


20 to Sept. 22, they said. 


The ministry has conducted 
' similar =— every five 
Jearp since 1965. 


wt ot 




















VIETNAM 


TB TREATMENT IN SOUTH--Hanoi, 27 Apr--More than 112,000 people have been 
cured of tuberculosis in the provinces and cities south of and including 
Thuan Hai during the past 5 years. The anti-TB network has fully taken 
shape in these provinces with 12 wards and 2 clinics in Tay Ninh and Long An 
each with 100 beds. In Ho Chi Minh City, the 700-bed Hong Bang TB Hospital 
has treated more than 26,800 people. Almost 500 beds have been set up at 

20 departments of polyclinice while 33 consultation and out-patients rooms 
are operating in the city. TB treatment has aleo been organized at 173 


inner wards in suburban villages and many factories and enterprises. [Text] 
{Hanoi VNA in English 1519 GMT 27 Apr 80 OW] 
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ZAMBIA 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 8 May 80 p 5 


LUANGWA PUT ON CHOLERA ALERT 


a 





i 








Ha 


i 





tut val 


pitts fetta 
aniline its 





dnt 


ria tet 


if Lit 


Hi 


oli 


il 





s 





i 




















ZAMB LA 


digi 
Hout naar a 
au 
ith bie ti 


Hier 


Haley tat 


il 











[Excerpt } 


SOME CHOLERA CASES REPORTED IN LAKE TANGANYIKA AREA 


Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 23 Apr 80 p 3 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 





HARARE ANTIMEASLES CAMPAIGN--With a loud-hailer and several scouts calling 
people to the mobile clinic, it is no wonder the anti-measles campaign has got 
off to a brisk start in the Harare area. For two days last week the mobile 
unit operated from Musika squatter camp in Harare and vaccinated more than 300 
children. This week and until May 17 the unit will be stationed at Harare 
bus stop, and whenever a long-distance bus comes in a health assistant with 

a loud-hailer calls the newcomers to be vaccinated. There are also a couple 
of nurses encouraging people to bring their children to the unit. The 
intensive two-week anti-measles campaign is being carried out by the Salis- 
bury City Health Department and is aimed at all children between the ages 

of nine months and five years. All the baby clinics will be vaccinating and 
leaflets are being distributed informing people of the facilities open to 
them. [Excerpts] (Salisbury THE HERALD in English 7 May 80 p 3) 


ANTIMEASLES CAMPAIGN--The Ministry of Health has resumed its measles 
vaccination programme in the more remote districts previously isolated by 
the war. Commenting yesterday on the intensive two-week anti-measles 
campaign launched recently by the City Health Department, the Provincial 
Medical Officer of Health, Dr Louise Westwater, said the Government's war 
against the killer disease was a "continuing exercise." The Ministry of 
Health was making immediate efforts to return to the rural areas with the 
measles vaccine. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 2 May 80 p 6) 
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AUSTRALIA 


CATTLE-TICK FEVER--The Agriculture Department has moved for charges to be laid 
over the trucking of tick-infected Kimberley cattle to the south of WA, The 
resulte of an investigation by the department will be given to the Crown Law 
Department today for further action. Cattle-tick fever killed 28 cows on a 
North Dandalup property earlier this month and an emergency situation was 
declared on other farms in the area. [Excerpt] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN 
in Bnglish 26 Mar 80 p 56) 


GSO; 00 














GENERAL VACCINATION AGAINST RABIES 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 3 Apr 80 p 9 


[Text] In a desire to improve public health protection in the arrondissement 
of Loum, the head of the husbandry, fishing, and animal industry sector of 
Moungo hae set up rabies vaccinations in the localities of Lounville, Penja, 
and Njombe on 12 and 13 March 1980. 


This big project has been undertaken by the authority in charge of prevent ing 
cases of bites by doge usually not immunized against rabies. 


Besides dogs, this project is also concerned with other pete such as cate, 
sheep, and goats, ae well as oxen. 


In the opinion of the head of the husbandry, fishing, and animal industry 
sector of Moungo, rabies vaccinations generally require two shote: the 
second being given from two weeks to one month after the first. 


Moreover, Mr Jean Belolo Owoum, the subprefect municipal director for Melong, 
has just chaired a work session in his office bringing together all the party 
heade and city notables. 


The subprefect outlined the city's urban efforts. He asked the people to 
respond in a positive way to the appeal by the head of state for nationwide 
construction by building beautiful stone houses in the urban centers and 
even in the country. 


Only, he pointed out, all the buildings in an urban center should have «a 
building permit after inspections by Moungo's departments of the municipality 
and construction, housing and urban studies. The meeting ended in an 
atmosphere of brotherhood. 








CUBA 


BRIEFS 


SWINE FEVER EPIDEMIC EASES--Havana, 10 May (EFE)--The Cuban health authorities 
reported today that the outbreak of African ewine fever in 56 areas that 
severely affected three eastern provinces has now been eradicated. The 
disease, which afflicted Guantanamo, Santiago de Cuba and Holguin provinces, 
aleo caused considerable damage several years ago when it appeared in 

Havana. Official sources pointed out that a quarantine is still in force 

at 56 areas, adding that stringent controle will be maintained on the 

rest of the nation's swine to prevent the disease from spreading to other 
parte of the island. (Text) [PA110159 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2201 GMT 

10 May 80) 
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CYPRUS 


PROGRESS IN ECHINOCOCCUS EXTERMINATION REPORTED 
Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY in English 9-15 May 80 p 4 


{Text} 
Doctors and specialists from neigh- 
bouring countries will meet in Nicosia in 
the next few days to look at the progress 
made in Cyprus in the fight to control 
echinococcus or hydedit disease. 

The “Symposium on Echinococ- 
cus” le organised by FAO (the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the UN) and 
the Middie and Near East Animal Health 

P (based in 





More than 65,000 


dogs have been ex- = Time-limit ” 
terminated in Cyprus in riers of the — were | , 
recent years as part ofa destroyed each day. merge = pan is — 
ruthless but necessary on ne te a = = —— ~< 


campaign to eradicate 
echinococcu or hydad- 
it disease, which was a 
rea! scourge on the is- 
land until a few years 


ago. 





most non-existent’, says Or 
Kyriakos Po'ydorou, Direc- 
tor of the Veterinary Services 
Department, who is an ac- 
knowledged world authority 
on the subject. 





The campaign, laveched 
in 1079. aimed al eradicating 
the disease in 15 years time 
Progress achieved so ‘ar 
gives reason to believe that 
(ne objective will be achieved 
within the timeelimit set, Or 
Polydorous says in Nis latest 
report 

Echinococcus was 80 
prevalent in the island in past 
years that Cyprus was re 
corded as the third worst. 
afficted country in the world 


Multiple surgery 


“The disease was very 
common among Cypriots of 
all ages. There wae no vi'lage 
without @ known victim and 
in some families two or three 
members were affected. |n- 
stances of multiple surgery 


No one knows exactly 
how and when echinococcus 
came to the island. But early 
this century, the movement 
of animals to the island from 
neighbouring countries was 
largely uncontrolled. 


Once here, the disease 
spread easily and this was fe- 
cilitated by the way the peo- 
ple treated their animals and 
prevailing conditions in gen- 
eral. : 


Most of the people were 
farmers, and each family kept 
its own small herd of sheep 
and goets and a few other 
animais—often indoors. 


“~ 


There were also dogs to 
guard the owner's property. 


were given pieces of offal. 
Stray dogs roaming in the 
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fields around towns and vil: 
lages, thrived on the car 
casses Of C'seased animals. 


Thus echinococcus, 
which was @ serious parasitic 
disease Causing Nuge losse, 
among sheep, beceme ar 
alarming public health prob- 
lem. Man gets (he disease 
(swollen lumps in the lungs 
or the abdominal! area) after 
eating vegetables or drinking 
water infected by @ dog car- 
rying the parasite Dogs can 
perpetuate the life cycle of 
the parasite and pase it onto 
man. Extermination of stray 
dogs was given priority ‘nthe 
campaign. The other mea- 
sures included contro! of 
siaugnter Nouses, education 
of the public and regular exe- 
mination of all dogs. 


Ruthiess 


Or Polydorou describes 
how epecia! teams, equipped 
with euthanasia wearons. 
drove in Land Rovers around 
every part of the isiand in a 


ruthless hunt for stray dogs. 

Naturally, the campaign 
brought complaints and pro- 
tests. The Department's re- 
sponse was: it's an unhappy 
task, but we've got to carry It 
out for the sake of public 


“took refuge in the moun- 
tains or forests” as the men 
carried out their merciless 
campaign in the countryside. 


says: “Since 


The 
1071, when the campaign 
was launched, 65,173 stray 


‘Muzzles 


More than 27,500 were 
“euthanised” in 1971—or 75 
dogs per day. Last year, just 
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over 3,000 dogs were exterm- 
inated in (he same way — and 
the campaign goes on. 


“It Can be stated that the 
stray dog problem no longer 
exists in the island, and « 
stray dog Nere |s now an odd 
sight’. In the past two years, 
shepherds dogs must be fit- 
ted with a head muzzie or 
else they are considered 
strays. In addition, during the 
past nine years, 7,555 bitches 
Nave been spayed. 


Unspayed bitches pay 
an annual registration fee of 
£8 while the registration fee 


for spayed and male dogs is 


only £1, Last year, there were 
1,903 spayed females, just 
Over 48 % of total female pop- 
ulation. By the end of 1973, 
there were only about 9.680 
dogs In the island compared 
with 46,000 before the cam- 








paign began. 
Enlightenment 


Last year, there were 
about 12,480 dogs, 5,000 of 
them females. intection 
dropped considerably--from 
6.8% to 0.04%. Most of the 
animals found infected were 
working dogs. Of the eight 
found infected last year fon 
example, six were shepherd's 
dogs, one was @ hunting dog 
and one was a pet. 


The report deals with the 
strict control imposed on the 
slaughter of animals, the en- 
ligntenment campaign and 
the effort to eradicate infec- 
tion in sheep. 

Between 15-20,000 
sheep are slaughtered every 
year. it is estimated that one 
in five Is Infected with echin- 
ococcu. In five years time 
most animals over six years 
will Nave been slaughtered. 


The report says the im- 
pact on public health as a re- 


last two years, only about 15 
cases of echinococcus in 
people were reported annu- 
ally by the Ministry of Health. 
During the previous period 
there were more then 60 
cases each year ’ 











NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


STUDY OF SWINE FEVER--Companeros Hector Sanchez, official in charge of agri- 
cultural regulation and control; Jaime Pastora, official in charge of swine 
diseases of the ministry of agriculture; and Roberto Villavicencio, chief of 
health, have gone to Cuba to observe measures applied there to eliminate 

swine fever. Their trip is a precautionary measure being taken by the 
revolutionary government to forestall any outbreak of the disease in Nicaragua. 
[PA270343 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 1 Apr 80 p 7 PA] 
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TURKEY 


BRIEFS 


UNIDENTIFIED LIVESTOCK EPIDEMIC--More than 12,000 head of sheep and goats 
have died in an epidemic in the villages of central Tunceli and the outlying 
areas. Villagers who appeal to the Veterinary Directorate for medicine 

are turned away with the words "There is no medicine!" Ditches in the 
various villages of Tunceli are filled with the carcasses of dead animals. 
The average number of dead animals in those villages stricken by the disease 
exceeds 100. Dying goats display the symptoms of weight loss and a swelling 
of the face. Later, spote are detected on the liver. Animals which contract 
the disease die in a short period of time. Sheep or goat owners are unable, 
despite all their efforts, to find medicine in Tunceli and are reportedly 
forced to go to such provinces as Ankara, Adana and Burea for it. Accord- 
ing to initial, unofficial estimates, the number of small-headed animals 
that have died in the villages of Tunceli as well as the administrative 
districts of Pulumur and Nazimiya is 12,300. Villagers, who report that 

600 sheep and goats have died in their village of 50-60 houses, note that 
they are dependent upon these animals for their livelihood and indicate 

that they have fallen upon very difficult times, The Tunceli Veterinary 
Directorate has attempted to implement preventative measures, however, it 
has been unable to come up with a positive identification of the disease. 
[Excerpts] [Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 25 Apr 80 p 3] 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HOG EPIZOOTIC DISEASES--According to the paper HA SON BINH, from early this 
year to late March 1980, some 13,000 hogs in the province died of epizootic 
diseases, mostly in the plain area. The main cause of this epidemic was 
the inadequate organization of the provincial veterinary network and sani- 
tary and prophylactic activities for domestic animals. [Hanoi Domestic Ser- 
vice in Vietnamese 1300 GMT 29 Apr 80 BK) 
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TURKEY 


BRIEFS 


BLUE MOLD BLIGHT--The "blue mold" blight has reportedly been seen on tobacco 
plants in the Aegean region. According to information from the Office for 
Regional Agricultural Disease Control, "blue mold" has been sighted in the 
villages of Izmir, Mugla and Aydin provinces. Authorities, who indicate 
that the blight has not yet been spotted in the Manisa-Akhisar or Bergama- 
Bakircay areas, reported the locations and effects of outbreaks of the 
disease as follows: "Blue mold has been spotted in the Bayindir, Tire, 
Selcuk and Torbali areas of Izmir, the Fethiye area of Mugla as well as the 
central villages of Aydin Province. Weather conditions have been instrumen- 
tal in outbreaks of this disease." [Excerpts] [Istanbul AYDINLIK in 
Turkish 23 Apr 80 p 4) 


CSO: 5400 


1,6 

















VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


INSECTS, RODENTS IN NORTH-~-According to reports from 14 provinces, the area 
of Sth-month spring rice affected by insects in the past 10 days increased 
by 16,000 hectares over that of the preceding 10 days, mostly in Binh Tri 
Thien, Thanh Hoa, Ha Nam Ninh, Ha Bac, Nghe Tinh and Hai Hung provinces. 
Part of the area has also been damaged by rats. All provinces are closely 
inepecting ricefields to protect them from insects and rodants. [Hanoi Do- 
mestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 3 May 80 BK] 
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